
Foeus om the U§A
A brief history

Native populations have lived in the
Americas for thousa nds of yea rs. Peop le

originally came from Asia across the
Bering Strait, a srnall area ofsea that
separates Russia from North America,
around 20,000 years ago.

These migrants developed into
different societies and cultures. The
Natìve Americans llved in North
America, the Aztecs and the I\,4ayas

lived in CentralAmerica, and the lncas ,.

had their empire in South America. t,
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Europeans began to arrive in North America in the early
16rh century Spanish colonìsts moved from Mexico to
Florida, New Mexico and Californìa
lhe French settled in the southern state of Louisiana along
the lVississippì River and in Quebec in Canada, where
people still speak French. The Dutch and the Germans
created sma ll colonies on the east coast.lhe British created
theìr frrst settlements in the southern state of Virg inia and
in the northern regron of New Éngland. The British
eventually colonised almost the entire east coast.

The Native Americans had a very advanced society with
medicjne, trading, farming, and lots of other things in
common with European culture. They were peaceful
people who lust did things differenfly,

lle British colonies in North America did not want to pa!

:ailes ln Britain and there were lots of protests. ln Bosio. --
' 6'' )ecember, I 773, a group of colonists boarded thrs:

ships and threw hundreds ofboxes oftea i,.,'r,:

the sea. The protest of the "Boston Tea Par.;

was the beginning oftheAmerican War of
lndependence. George Washington led thÉ

American army against the British sold iers - ",:

the colonies declared their independence tr*
Britain in 1776. ln 1787, the representatives :
the thirteen original colonies signed the
Constitutron ofthe United States of Amer,c:
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Today, the United States of America is a union ofn:-
states plus Washington D.C., which is the United

States capital. lt's a federal republic with a centrai
government and its people are proud oftheir flag

nicknamed the "Stars and Stripes'iThe fifty stars

represent the fifty states and the thirteen stripes

represent the orig inal'colo n ies.
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settled = si stabìlirono
settlements = insedìamenti
boarded = assalirono
declared = dichiararono
signed = f irmarono
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